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FOREWORD

O

In presenting this rendering of the popular oriental
tale of ‘Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,” anto the Sanskrit
language, +o the student-world, and to the reading public,
Mr Modak has given evidence of his mastery over the
classical language of India and has vindicated the clam
of Sanskrit as an nstrument of expressing m an incisive
manner the most modern as well as the most ancient ideas
In true oriental style, he has supplied the usual framework
of the story—the fiction of a master inculcating a moral
lesson upon his disciples by means of a story Another ex-
cellent feature—entirely an mnovation of the author—is the
mtroduction in proper places of epigrams and pithy sayings
m verse form which give to the translation the appearance
of an original work modelled on the pattern of the Hitopadesa
or the Pancatantra The Sanskrit language 1s unequalled mn
its power of concise metrical argument, and 1 1its precision
and adequacy as an wmstrument of expression A lover of
Sanskrit, therefore, will be delighted to read these pages
which will not fail to give him the mpression tha}h,g 1S not
reading a translation at all, but an original tale n Sanskrit
If the translator creates this impression, he has truly succeed
ed, otherwise he will deserve Shelley’s strictures on the
headlong rashness of translation—"‘ It were as wise to cast
a violet nto a crucible that you might discover the formal
principle of 1its colour and odour, as seek to transfuse from
one language mnto another the creations of a poet The plant
must spring agamn from its seed or 1t will bear no flower ”
This excellent remark lays down the very end and purpose
of a translation
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In the hands of Mr Mcdak, the language becomes a won
derfully facile and fluid mstrument of expressing the thought
in the simplest and most natural way The language 1s simple,
flowmg and chaste, and I make no doubt that the book will
serve as an excellent Sanskrit text not only i the class but
outside it Even a student who has learnt just the bare
elements of the language will be able to follow the story
unaided—for if m places he will not understand the mean
mg of a word or an expression,—yet the story interest
will ensure that he journeys to the end Further to help
the reader, the author has adopted—and I believe rightly
and with good authority—a new and natural punctuation,
stopping where one 1s expected to stop m the reading, and
not combinmng the vowels and consonants according to the
rules of Sandhi

The book 15 on the whole, excellent reading, and it 1s
to be hoped that the author will produce many others of
its like

N G SurvU
15th December 1933 Professor of Sanskrit,
Nowrosji Wadia College, Poona
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Chapter I Paragraph 1 @& @R #="EM—a rich
man can surmount any difficulty. 2 @I g—to be
seen 3 uf g wer—these must be bandits
5 uw@Er s—to be itup 12 W9 7 ggi—caused no
fear II 4 zg=ezew 9o 9 @rq—there would be no
need of cutting trees @WRA FTwEH—the desires
shall be realised 7 <%= @ @iqw % —what 1s the
good of knowing the amount of money » # ¥4 &9-
9—my purpose will be served @ wH@EIdET HRAT—
you were made to wait Il #iftgada a9 sa@ woq—
furnished with the two ends, the bow bent for hitting
the mark, the other implied sense being—possessed of
two crores of Rupees, the bow bent to aim at ( secur-
g ) a lac (more) 1 wigudiafer s am ggen—I thank
you for your lending me the measure 8 SraeSE=
afe—there 1s no undoing what has been done IV
3 R sreaert—would have long stopped there 5 #=
T 7 g9teqd —the spell did not occur to him 8 wg-
R el #—taking 1t for the right place 11 &
Ferq —should be cut m two V 3 AT TR,
sii—the moment they were heard, the words of her
brother-in-law dispelled her doubts and comforted
her VI 4 w1 ga smm—wished him Good-morming
& W F sEd—contentment never left him
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10 o @F—gave delight @1 se@ ma=mr erey (&)
W =7 o W2 | he stanza means—Do not become
a non-entity among the people, but gain celebrity by
your deeds Remain not at the lowest, neither low,
nor even 1n the middle, but remain top-most widely
known VII 2 =g wft tf@@T—a man  should
preserve from loss, his money even by endangering
his Iife  serifig fre 999 —prepared as it were to give
back @ e ¥ @melg MW TWA—1t 1s beyond my power
to do your business 12 wi@if¥F &= —should be
given the reward 13 @ &g 9 Ss@ed—could not
lose it 16 ag s7#a @ #—1I thank you much VIII
4 aEpfewrar @ emgAr —were not suspected IX. 10 s
Fg<1 @7 Ag sfa—please allow me to stay here 12 @@
st geRE FardEei—do me thefavour of entering the
house T wFer qra—-keep ready the cooked drink X
2 s 99 wsg—another maid would have cried
aloud 6 ¥ a= Faq aRIA--would keep the broth sim-
mering 8 a*g FA atad —the plot proved fruitless
9 g T —was truly known 11 v &t TRewRT—
lest she should rouse them @REE™ a5 Ag—when
they went to sleep never to wake agam 17 W
T qaa—should not suffer the remainder to remain
& sEREae e —you should be on yowr guard XI
FT e waa—appear filendly when 1t suits their
purpose 4 uwEred @9 #@—I am 1n need of a shop

6 @ TrenTaRE 999g —behaved somewhat friendly
towards each other 7 e swfeast —stayed talking
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14 wearg B soedi—rose as if to depart XII. 8 &=™
wEmar—would serve to amuse 15 #=fY 9 @ivm—does
not fail to shine afAT 41 etc @rgar—with good-
ness The stanza means—It 1s a duty of a man to
behave towards another as he does towards himself
A dishonest person should be dealt with cunningly
and an honest person should be dealt with fairly






Glossary of difficult words
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sEvear—sudden death
yrea—without loss of
time

RIS m —a physician

HETENE —a charcoal-
burner
M=k ady ——adjacent,

next
adv —=Then, after that

HFTRETE ady —slave for-
ever

sgFyg—wishing to per-
form

g ind —1n pursuance of

geg-gag—pitchy darkness

3= —a race, a line

He—pure, honest

s —feces, filth

¥q with $—to request, to
seek

SRR —expression of the
face

A, ady —a despera-
do, one reckless of his
life

i —anxiety

#T—a shoe-maker’s awl

fga—ady —facing  this
direction

STNTNG—generous

sqgeat—cl 10 —to root
out, to pain extremely

gmiq —disturbance, -
convenience

gyeR —an article of furni-
ture

THFFI——bent upon a sin-
gle object

F5d—known by heart

Flags—consisting of how
many coms ?

FaeT—a work-shop

&eq—a proposal, scheme.

FFEaGEFad—accidentally

FeFe—a short space of
time

Brrar—s1fT—to some extent.

&e9 —a measure of grain.

&4 f-leather vessel for oil.
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& with @g—to prepare,
to cook

FERR —responstbility

gqi—wretched, poor

FY—F—to lead

afy f—harm, loss

&9 —ruin, a house

farg with em-to cut short, to
interrupt

f&7 with @1—to reduce, to
lessen

g@ms—too young, infant

g@w—silk adj—made of
sk

W caus —to bespeak, to
indicate

misr—Dborn rich

fF—a red mineral, 7

W f—a cow, speech, an
organ of sense

W m —a bull

w%—a mutitude.

g caus —with f-to think,
to hesitate

=T m —a cobbler

=g with a-to set off

ame—rashness, officious-
ness

afed—a deed, feat

8<% —a whim, pleasure

gege—decertful

gTg@—a mask

sig—Ilack

ST—entirety, the whole

sTasT—gold

fSiqrer—search, quest

fSfig—wishing to live

FT-II—to enjoy, to take

1 with s1f—to recognize

T with IR—to promise, to
vow, to declare solemn-

ly
g —a qump, a leap.
awed —a vulture
fQfgg—vanished, out of
sight
Fg—tin

gee—duifficult to guess, 1n-
concervable

T f—Ileather

@ with Sg-to expect, to
foresee

3R —a teacher

gREss—a door-leaf

TRt —a  purse
money.

for
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a1 with @Rs—to deceive,
to over-reach
with @Ri—to be present
or near
with g-R—to prepare
Jeaty f—a cigar
gar ( a AW —to give
out fumes
am wnd —Dby name, surely,
falsely
gl f—hnavery, a trick
fir —a store, a heap
fgam—an 1illustration, an
example
feermg m —a driver
fede—carrymg out
fatmfa caus —to put out
#ff—the same as, not
different, equal.
e —a hiding-place.
fethg —prohibition
fifs—cruel, merciless
4 3t f—a ladder
#t with $g-—to infer
qg_with si—to do, to act.
g —the being guessed
by another

qf@ig —a  possession, 2
wife

qRedsaR—measurable

gfgz —a leader

gfra—hinder,
the back

qrza—skall, healthy condi-
tion

qreaa with
for

geTd —man’s efforts.

faeig—sweet and gener-
ous.

sER—open, known

FFEE@s—open, not con-
cealed

FoSHERS —an assassin

geEdi—a brother’s wife

gfqafy f—a remedy, a
measure

gimEv—a promise

=g —a belief, conviction.

seqreE —refusal, reluc-
tance.

seIa~convincing another

ST —a, precipice, chiff

saa—opleased, right, suit-
able.

lying at

gR—to wait
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TfF—a bag or purse

ses —an mtroduction

se—bent towards, favour-
able to

7R —a rampart, a wall

Seer —the funeral

@ —sobbing

age—full of, replete

aw ady —firm, strong
wmad —yes

°ga ady—m name only,
unworthy

T —a king, the sun

we with @ o 10—to
observe minutely

yias—a leather bag

gRsn—a female slave

g—with s—to be able, to
command, to have
mastery over

qRen—at a great profit,
profitably

woeem —a, dagger, pomard

wfa—the desired object,
desire

wagFe—the kitchen.

ae—a small quantity,

any potent medicine of
a particular shape
arm—{raud, deceit
gEEbe—a  false
chant
ARss f —a proper name
gRi—search, mnquiry
ga( —a leader
gaea —the corn-bag for
the horse
qar—capital, excellent
aq caus with fag—to re-
venge, to pay back,
retaliate
gfxse—perchance
qag—grass, fodder
qEEEes  plu—gong  to
and fro.
JEcggH—as
possible
gss —the 1ovolation of
an age
@ with $7—to stop, to die
@Ia—a tonic, an 1Mvigor-
ating medicine.
g=r—palatable.
@&, no—a mark, sign

mer-

accurate as
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g f—a giowth or line
of tiees

e f—a wax candle

T¥gd —actually, mn fact

T=g—censurable

reEeR —an  oral discus-
sion

fazemfi (¢l 10)—to mock

faf@—{ormal, regular

Eafr f—a market

o~

frrr —the reveise of a
thing

BT (a 7wag —to be
sad.

fg@mEFE—spacious, wide

frar with @—to sleep

foy —a  particular, or
special feature

e with aR ¢l 3 U—to
serve as food

75 with % cqus —to win
over

T causal with E-TR-to
revolve 1n the mnd, to
think over

afgFr—a  raised piece of
ground, a dais

SRH —an mncident

\x

FTRA m —a merchant

pakgd—hidden, intercept-
ed

sqfd—distracted, uneasy

R —a hill

=t with sig—to repent

¥ with sT—to obey

o

|lgHE —a share
g5 —a  doubt,
risk
FHEIF—a meeting-place
gg—prepared, 1eady
ara—fulfilled, 11ch
TH—at the same time
gaAT—whole-heartedly
AT—vicinity
AIET—DpOMpous, 1Mposing
HIT—common
gefF—a desperado, a
reckless fellow
frgrd—who has gained his
object
geqia—tried to be recol-
lected
gale—brought by the Sun,
arrived at sun-set
0wt —the god of rob-
bers

danger,
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weme—fit to be stolen g&—a vocative particle

wr-figi—to stop while g with sE—to eat
walking » With &F—to deal

&g —affection, o1l ,, With =—to speal-.
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